- AVA'S CALL

Aleese Moore-Orbih is Commissoned as New AVA Director

If you have a testimony of
how God has delivered you
froman abusivesituation
or turned a tragedy into a
blessing, please send it to
mickeyb@fidalgo.net.

| am honored to have
been cdled to partner with
God and the Covenant Church
to minister to victims of
abuse. The birth of Advo-
caes for Victims of Abuse
(AVA) is a vison from God
and a drean come true for
many covenanters. Too long
women and children have
lived in silence fea, shame
and quilt. No more in the
Covenant Church! God has
cdled us out of the darkness
and into the light. Together,
with Jesus and His Church,
we will help kring an end to
violence aainst women and
children.

It is my prayer and deter-
mination to serve our church
with the gifts, skills, knowl-
edge, and wisdom God has
given me for the success of

AVA. | pray that through
AVA, Covenant Churches
bemme sanctuaries of safety
and heding for victims and
survivors of abuse. | pray
AVA will be ale to asare
women and children that they
will find Covenant clergy and
congregations sfe, trusting
and suppative dong their
journeys for wholeness
Working together AVA can
do this. Together we @an be
the Body of Christ with arms
stretched out wide to receve
those who have been hurt and
broken.

God has cdled us to
preat good news to the poa,
to set at liberty those who are
cgptives, and to give sight to
the blind. Let us begin at
home, in our families in our
churches and let us work to-

gether. Will you join us? God
is cdling you to stand with
AVA and let your light shine.

“If you have any encour-
agement from being united
with Chrigt, if any comfort
from his love, if any fellow-
ship with the Sgrit, if any ten-
dernessand compasson, then
make my joy complete by be-
ing likeminded, having the
same love being ore in spirit

and pupose.” Philippians
2:1-2 NIV
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Stories From Home...

God promises that “All
things work together for good,
to those who love God and
are cdled according to his
purpose.” (Romans 8:28). So
that's the verse | thought of
when | discovered that avac-
tion house | had been restor-
ing in Astoria, Oregon, had
been broken into and de-
stroyed. | couldn't see what
“good’ was going to come out
of such an awful situation. |
cried out to God, “What good
can come of this?” My heat
and my dreams were broken,
along with many of the classic
feaures of the old house.

God spoke to me and told
me to cdl the Women’s Crisis
Center in town. | argued with
Him, as | knew there was no

such place | had lived in As-
toria yeas ealier and was
involved in an abusive rela-
tionship badk then. | knew
there was no hotline, no shel-
ter -- nowhere to turn. But
God kept telling me to go cdl
them. 1 looked in a phone
bodk and was surprised to see
anumber listed for a domestic
violencehotline. | cdled.

“Do you have a sofe
house?’ | asked, “Somewhere
women and children can go?”
| wasn't surprised when the
answer was “No.” “Do you
want my house?’ | asked.

That was the beginning
of planting a seed in that com-
munity that grew into some-
thing | could have never
dreamed passble.

by Mickey Bambrick

Yeas later | leaned the
Crisis Center was threeweeks
from closing down the phone
line when | cdled. They did
not have enough community
suppat to stay open. Then |
called and everything
changed. @ The mmunity
rallied behind their efforts to
fix this “battered house for
battered women.” The Crisis
Center now provides a safe
house, full-time unselors,
job training and much more
for womenin need.

Being in an abusive rela-
tionship opened my eyes to
the desperate need of many
women. God used my house
to blessothers. | have never
doubted again that “all things
work together for good”



Theological Corner

Every fifteen seoonds a
woman in Americais
beden, and three aday lose
their lives at the hands of
their intimate partners. The
task of the churchisto be
propkhetic, as were the faith-
ful messengers of God so
longago.Our missonisnot
only to dedare Godsfor-
givenessbut also to padnt to
the conduct that requires for-
givenessand transformation.
Only when we identify the
sin can we begin to move
toward repentance and
wholenessin Jesus Christ.

The Bible monsistently
condemns violence, injustice
and abuse of any sort. We
read that God said to Noah,
4 amgoingto pu an endto
al people, for the eathis
fill ed with violence becaise
of them.® (Genesis 6:13).

The Psalms repeaedly de-
nourceviolence, bloodshed,
lyingin wait, stalking, twist-
ing d aperson'swords, ver-
bal abuse, threds, andin-
timidation. How strange that
we do nd understand that
these dictates apply as much
to damestic abuse asthey do
to ather sorts of violence
and mistreament. We have
been bindto aproblem that
liesright within ou own
homes.

There ae many reasons
why it is imperative that
Christians addressthe prob-
lem, bu thefirst isthat al-
lowing abuse to continue
harms the auser. @Y ou can-
naot strike one another with
wicked fists as you dotoday
and exped your prayersto
be head onhigh° (Isaiah
58:4). Peter commands hus-

Questions and Answers

The simplest answer isthis:
to addressatremendows
need. The Evangdlicd Cove-
nant Church has been com-
mitted to ministries of evan-
gelism and compasson
sinceits conception; Women
Ministries, which were or-
ganized in 1916, fad asits
charter purpose to assst the
Covenant's misson endeav-
ors and itsinstitutions of
compasson andjustice This
isan isale of compasson
andjustice and because of
its epidemic propartions, it
could na beignared.

Women rose upto cdl the
Covenant to respond, first
throughthe Barnabas Pro-
jed which birthed Well-
springin 198, a Covenant
ministry for victims of
abuse, and most recently
throughAVA.

Our visionisthredold: to
seevictimsreceve the hed-
ingtouch o Jesus Christ; to
seethe Church equipped to
minister to victims, andto
seemeasures implemented
to prevent abuse.

Redizingthisvisionre-
quires adenomination wide

by Catherine Clark Kroeger

bands to live with their
wives considerately Jest
your prayers be hin-

dered ® (1 Peter 3:7) Allow-
ingwrongdang to continue
violates the soul of the per-
petrator and wregks terrible
harm — bath physicd and
psychdogicd - uponthe
wife and children. All too
often we deny, minimize,
silenceor ignare the abuse
that is present within the
families of our own conge-
gation.

Wedo nd believethe
victimswho dare to share
their tragic stories, and we
send them away withou
food, shelter or support.
Whil e they are almonished
and reproved, no ore dares
to approach the perpetrator.
Off enders may be helped to
find coursdling, accourt-

abili ty groups, batterers
groups, a mentor. Those
who arejailed for their
offenses shoud know on-
going concern and visita-
tion from the church. Our
desireisthat they may be
made whole by the power
of Christ, and that famili es
may be heded when there
isan endto the abuse.

Dr. Catherine Kroeger is
chapain and ledurer in the
department of religion at
Hamilton College in New
Hartford, N.Y Steisalso a
foundng member of Chris-
tians For Biblical Equality.

Answers by Ruth Y. Hill

effort. | am grateful for the
suppat AV A hasreceved
from various departments of
the Covenant.

Toredizethefirst goa of
our vision, seevictims re-
cavethe hedingtouch of
Jesus, requires people within
the church body, bah clergy
and lay, trained to minister
to them, which is the second
goal. With awarenessof the
issue andwith trainingto
addressit, we will seethe
culture of the church

change, the third gaal.
Through a sustained eff ort of
training and retworking
throughou the denomination,
the church will be asafe place
for victimsto find heding.
Where there is no tolerance
for abuse, where mutual sub-
missionis preadied and mod-
eled, where gpropriate be-
haviorsin relationships are
clealy taught, women will
dare to breék their silenceand
by God's grace, begin the
journey to wholeness

Ruth Y. Hill i s Exeaitive Minis-
ter for the Department of
Women Ministries of the Evan-
gelical Covenart Church



Tamar’s Corner

by Ginny Mosby

Hope for Healing the Wounds of Childhood Sexual Abuse

Child Sexual Abuse has been a plague on society for
thousands of yeas. Even the Old Testament of the Bible con-
tains tragic stories of sexual abuse, rape and incest. In 2
Samuel, scriptures tell us that Amnon, the son of David, con-
trived to get his half-sister, Tamar, alone axd have sex with
her. 2 Samue 13:11-12, 14 reads, aWhen she [Tamar]
brought them to him to ed, he took hold of her and said to
her, ‘Come, lie with me, my sister.' But she aiswered him,
‘No, my brother, do not violate me, for such a thing is not
donein Israd; do not do this disgraceul thing!' ... However,
he would not listen to her; since he was gronger than she, he
violated her and lay with her.°

Even in those ancient days, victims were told to keep the
abuse aseaet. The story continuesin 2 Samuel 13:20. #Then
Absalom her brother said to her, ‘Has Amnon your brother
been with you? But now keep silent, my sister, he is your
brother, do not take this matter to heat.' So Tamar remained
and was desolate in her brother Absalom'’s house.®

Interestingly enough, scripture continues to talk about
the brothers, the father and the consequences for them, but
not much more is sid of Tamar. Scripture simply tells us
that she remained desolate in her brother's house; she is
locked in the silence shame, violation and trauma of the
abuse she suffered at the hands of her half-brother. Thou-
sands of yeas later, untold milli ons of children and adoles-
cents are victims of sexual abuse and cary the wounds of
that abuse into their adulthood, living in the same desolate
condition as Tamar.

Upcoming Events:

Statistics have reveded that as many as one in four women
are sexually abused by the age of fourteen. This redity is al-
most impossible for me to comprehend. When | sit with a group
of women and consider how many in that very room have ex-
perienced sexual abuse, it is gaggering. More distressng is the
fad that many of these women continue, even in our enlight-
ened society, to live in the shame and silence of that childhood
trauma.

In sharp contrast to remaining desolate, is Christ's promise
of heding for those who are wounded. Isaiah 61:1,3 beautifully
describes the promise of transformation and heding through
our Redeemer, Jesus Christ.

8The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, be-
cause the Lord has anointed me to pread good tid-
ing sto the poar; he has ent me to hed the broken-
heated, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to those who are bound... To
console those who mourn in Zion, to gve them
beauty for ashes, the ail of joy for mourning, the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that
they may be cdled trees of righteousness, the plant-
ing of the Lord that He may be glorified.°

God is bedoning us, as Covenant Women, to accet his
offer for heding, and to walk with one aother along that hed-
ing journey... out of the darkness and silence, into His light
with voicesraised in hope and joy.

Violence between
intimates is difficult to
measure€; it often occurs
in private, andvictims are
often reluctant to report
incidentsto anyone
because of shame or

fear of reprisal

Did You Know...

The American Medical Association estimates that over 4 milli on women are vic-
tims of severe assaults by boyfriends and husbands each year. About 1 in 4 women is
likely to be @used by a partner in her lifetime.

The Uniform Crime Report states that the typical victim in damestic violenceis
femalein 83% of al casesreported. She iswhitein 64% of domestic violence cases.
The average aye of the offender is 31 yeas.



